adherents of Nietzsche or, if, like Dehmel and Schlaf, they once tended towards him, they have gone through his experience and overcome him, and have thus once more approached the Attic shore.
During these twenty years of revolt the old school, of course, did not stand quietly by; while Mauthner, Hart, Bleibtreu, and many others were their real opponents among the "Youngest Germany" party, Nietzsche himself was one of their main targets, especially after he had become popular. W. Jordan, in 1892, published a tactless satirical poem in the Munich Allgemeine Zeitung. In 1895 Wilbrandt wrote his novel " Die Osterinsel," Heyse his novel " Uber alien Gipfeln," Spielhagen his "Faustu-lus" ; and Widman composed a drama, " Jenseits von Gut und Bose "; and all these books attacked the Superman-philosophy of the great immoralist. Recently Leixner has written a comparatively good work, "Also sprach Zara-thustra's Sohn," and Sudermann has published his beautiful drama, " Das Blmnenboot." The anti-Nietzschean literature is, however, on the whole "biederrnannisch1' and goody-goody.
This especially applies to the novel by Heyse which we have mentioned. A young diplomat who is deeply in love with a charming and clever artist meets her once more, after the lapse of seven years, in his native town, which he is revisiting before starting for a distant appointment. The "poison" of the "Beyond Good and Evil" philosophy, which has brought on him a sort of attack of mental influenza, nearly separates the lovers. In order to feign indifference she becomes engaged to a dry scientist, and he plays with fire in intercourse with a princess. But in the long run the lovers return to one another. Everybody is happy, and this sentimental bourgeois-story ends with four marriages, in a conventional, tearful, and pleasant manner.
There is more spirit in the dramatically written " Faustu-lus " by Spielhagen. It is a clever story about the avenging Nemesis which dooms a gifted young physician, who,